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along narrow peninsula pointing
darkly into a boisterous and turbulent
ocean is a handsome cottage where
every year Mr and Mrs Lyman Bax-
ter

¬

are wont to come wih a few in-

timate
¬

friends for genuine rest and
recreation Sometimes the Indian sum-
mer

¬

catches them there and holds them
with Its sweet mistines and yellow
warmth of sun

Long ago some flippant visitor named
the place Saints Rest on account of
the identity of the family name with
the author of a certain volume much
esteemed by its Puritan ancestry and
the pseudonym clings to iLate in the summer season acouple-
of young people might have been seen
loitering on the beach They were a
handsome pair and they were absorbed
in each other They hal reached that
I lane cf good fellowship where conver-
sation

¬

is optional not necessary Cuth ¬

bert Ogden was a journalist and some
thing of a Bohemian who was makingheroic struggles to endear a
iledg jd daily newspaper to the reading
PUll Dorothy Van Deering was an
heiress the descendant of a proud old
Dutch family and very popular They
hal known each other ever since their
school days and their friendship had
ala s been of the frankest and most
jjlatjnic1 haracter though oZ late this
conventionalism had worn a little thin

Mrs Baxter was interested ir the
young man partly because he pos-
sessed

¬

the artistic temperament so
pleasing to women and partly because

she knew he had a wealthy uncle who
refused to recognize his existence on
accountof a family quarrel Mrs Bax ¬

ter was a natural peacemaker she
loved to smooth over difficulties and
solve problems It occurred to her that
she might by a brt of diplomacy mend
this young mans fortunes thereby put-
t ng him in the way of immediate suc-
H 5 instead of by long and laborio-
usrrcsss So after a little thinking
fch1 invited young Ogden down for tedays at Saints Rest and at the same
time xtended an invitation to his un
ct General Stanhope for the same
length of time hoping to effect a recon-
ciliation

¬

between the two Mr Baxter
d ubted the success of this plan He
said there was nothing at Saints Rest
for a man like the general who in his
later years had become a bookworm-
and a recluse On the other hand his

j nephew whom he was known to detest
would be thrust upon him

4 I wont do its too palpable he
Hell see right through it at

onCe
Will he Then we shall have to in-

vite
¬

someone here to amuse him said
Mrs Baxter in nowise daunted

Theres Uncle Swithin she added
with sudden inspiration

What he of the Solar Biology
asked Mr Baxter dubiously

Ys the professor I know hes ec-

centric
¬

but he is really a very bright
old gantleman and has written several

j books you know I am sure he and
the general are acquainted and we can
ask them both t meet each other
Isnt that a good idea-

I dont know how theyd pull in a
team Ive always driven them singly
observed her husband However we
might try it But are we going to
have no but them

Certainly dear Let me see Mrs
Van Deering and Dorothy theres two
Xialla Braddon whose mother has gone
abroad for a couple of months and
wants ma to take a little under
my wing then Lallas engaged to Jack

i Armltage so we must include him
Then here will be the general the
professoi and Cuthbert Ogden to whet
up our Intel dual faculties

Mrs Baxters plan worked capitally-
All the invitations met with prompt ac ¬

ceptance and the guests had arrived
with the exception of Professor Swith-
in who was delayed three days As
Cuthbert Ogdn and Miss Van Deer¬

ing walking along the beach looked up
the peninsula they saw a moving speck
half obscured by haze and distance
They regarded it without speculation
not thinking that the object moving
between horizontal lines of
vater was to be an important factor in
their lives Indeed a very much more
IntEresting spectacle would hardly
have aroused them from themselves
Cuthbert Ogden had broken through j

hs customary reserve and not cyn-

ically
¬

but calmly had spoken of the
uninviting probabilities of his life ad-

ding
¬

that ultimate success which he
meant tc win in tIe end would mean
Ittle or nothing to him if she were ex-

cluded
¬

from All at once after ailong silence warm bare hand crept
into his A charming profile was hid-

den
¬

by a wide hat which apparently
yielded to the wearers wishes and in-

clined
¬

over that part of her face next
to him AH he could see was a very
prHty mouth which showed a little I

enotion His hand closed tightly over
hers which was immediately with t

drwI isnt that Tm doubtful about thf
said Cuthbert The worst-

of it is that a man spends his best
years fighting fate so that at last
when the gods deign to become ami ¬

able he is only another Midas j

But theres your uncle suggested
Dorothy

Cuthbert smiled You dont know
him He repudiated me years ago nfft
without reason When I was of age I j

came into possession of the sum of
530000 a gift from this same thought j

lul relative I afterward learned that
he gave it to me aa test He wanted-
to see what I would do with it

And what did you do with it ask-
ed

¬

Doroth-
yIts hard to tell said the young

nan ruefully I took a college chum
with me to Europe and when we re-

turned
¬ I

five months later I hadnt a
pnr1

Oh said Dorothy without much
surprise She hersel had extravagant I

tastes coupled w unlimited pocket
money moreover she knew little of j

the practical value of money so that
it liai rot seem remarkable to her that
one should spenu 530000 in five months
while traveling for pleasure

7 And is your uncle angry with you
t for that How unreasonable-

Can
I

the
oudireMr

me to
and

Saints
Mrs RetBax-

ter
¬

asked a wheezy voice beside them
They started and turned toward the

f speaker whose footsteps had made j

no sound on the soft sand Iwas the
speck they had noticed in distance j

ialf hour before now grown to thea of short ratherproportions a stout
middleaged gentleman Dorothy was

f tbX Quicker to recover herself and re-
plied

¬

Certainly its only ashort distance
from here you can see the cottage
through those pines straight aheadt Thank you said the stranger He
was observing Dorothy with respectful-
but illconcealed admiration Like all
ugly men he had an almost abnormal
appreciation of pretty women And this
man was ugly undeniably hopelessly
phenomenally ugly He was even gro-
tesque

¬
gave him an air of dis-

tinction
¬

I

that comeliness could never
have imparted His features were large
and set far apart in his wide roomy I

face his smal dark blue eyes spark
led aJ was flushed with exercise

played an expression of bland
and playful innocenCe like that of a
goodhumorpd child

1 aMrs Baxters uncle he an-
nounced

¬

Oh Prof Swithin Mrs Baxter has
gpoken of you ttuzwe are her guests

<

I and she has wondered much what
has detained you said Dorothy then-
toj Cutheberts disgust the professor

i wale with them to ttte cottage
usurping the conversation In the in ¬

terest of his own affairs He had been
delayed by business exigencies he had
come without sending advance notice
presuming he could obtain a carriage
at the station he had been unable to
do so and therefore had been compelled
to walk the entire distance which must
be over a mile and he had left his
baggage at the station among which
was a valuable telescope he hoped it
might not be injured

You are interete in solar biology
Mrs Baxter us observed Dor-
othy

¬

after all these incidents had been
lad bare

have made a study of it for over
thirty years said the professor with
pride Indeed I may say that I am
one of the pioneers who searched for
knowledge along this line in this cen¬

turyI suppose it is very difficult to un ¬

derstand murmured Dorothy po ¬

litelyOh
that depends upon the amount-

of application given to it to a certain
extent though I have a natural
grasp of scientific subjects I can
usually tell the place any person occu-
pied

¬

in the great solar world merely
from observation Now might
venture t hazard an opinion as to
yourself for instance you would

I not consider me Impertinent
i Certainly not said Dorothy smil

I
insI am of the opinion then that you
are a Sagittarius I you will be so

f good as to name the day of the month
on which your birthday arrives we-

n see whether or not I have blunder-
ed

¬

DOrothy named December llth She
was amused by the eccentricities of
this quaint old gentleman

Right Quite right exclaimed the
professor joyfully

They had now reached the cottage
and Mrs Baxter was advancing to
meet them full of welcome and in
frnrhirtinns General Stat hone a talln
thnintel1ecrtualmafl who surveyed-
life calmly through a pair of big
roundeyed spectacles was delighted
in his cold deliberate way to meet
again his old friend and they sat down
on the piazza for a chat about old
times Lalla Braddon a delicious little
creature in pink witih short curls and
big violet eyes seized Dorothy and
bore her away

Were going to have a little Hallow ¬

een dance tonight did you know it
she said And we shall try some old
charms afterward Some people are
going to drive down from the Point

will be wood fires of pine login
the fireplace reflecting on the
screens And we have found such a
funny lot of old portraits in the garret

Jack and I brought them down and
put them on easels elderly men you
know with narrow foreheads high
collars and long hair curling up at the
ends and thin women with sloping
shoulders holding little books How
odd people look when they get out of-

ff fashion dont they I shal wear yel-
low

¬

with touches of We are to
have the Dead March from Saul play-
ed

¬

softy while we go out to supper
be weirDear Uncle said Mrs Bax-

ter
¬

the same evening approaching the
professor as it is Halloween I won ¬

der if you would be so good ato en¬

tertain us after supper with some
demonstrations of solar biology If
you would tell our fortunes for in-
stance

¬

I would be so charming for
the young people to look into futurity
When one gets older it isnt so fascin-
ating

¬

is it
I never tell fortunes that belQng

to the quacks said the professor with
dignity However i the young peo-
ple

¬

will allow me to register their birth-
days

¬

in my notebook I will give thei-
rdelneatonsthat is descriptions of

dispositions and abilities as influ-
enced

¬

by the planets under which they
were born he exclaimed seeing a
blank look in his nieces face

That is so good of you And is it
all true inquired Mrs Baxter naive-
ly

¬

I

As true as history No one should-
be without knowledge of solar biology
It gives valuable information along the
most practical lines of life It indicates
whom one should marry what business-
one is adapted for and what friend-
ships

¬

to form Then once you know a
persons characteristics think what an
immense advantage oYu know what
are his strong and weak points how to
address him what will flatter or in ¬

terest him you wind him around your
finger just like thishere the pro-
fessor

¬

held one forefinger horizontalaloft wiiile he described crclesaround it with the other
Mrs Baxter regarded her uncle with

a sort of fascinated awe And to
think you can do all these things she
murmured-

A glow of pride illumined the pro-

fessors
¬

vast ears By the way he
remarked in a changed tone that waa remarkably fine young woman I met
out on the beach

Whom Oh Dorothy Van Deering-
Yes Shes a Sagittarius
Awhat Mrs Baxter ceased fan-

ning
¬

herself and her face took on atook of pensive inquiry-
A Sagittarius Born under that sigyou know Denotes great

ability explained the professor Now-
if ever I marry it shall be a Sagittar-
ius

¬

woman I have always said so
And you have never met one until

now inquired r Baxter for her
inHf wns a bachelor

Yes a good many He sighed
There haalways been some obstacle

Usually they are already married
VeI Im afraid its equally hope¬

less this case said r Baxter
laughing

Why is it hopeless The professor
looked up aggressively his full pro-
truding

¬

underlip defying his large Hat
nose Before Mrs Baxter could reply
the object of their remarks appeared
on the piazza before them though ig-

norant
¬

of their proximity they stand
ing in the library window She wore a
cream wool dress simple enough but
its witching simplicity had taxed a
Parisian modistes most subtle powers
Her delicate yet stron profile was to
ward them as she rearranged some
vinewhich the wind had blown frpm
their support her big brown yes were
lazy and unconcerned At that moment
Cuthbert Ogden came up the steps in ¬

stantly a soft sunshiny fire suffused
her face They moved dovyn the piazza
together chatting sociably The pro
fessor looked disturbed a horrible jeal-
ousy

¬

began to rage in his breast He
rose with dignity-

If my case is hopeless on account of
Cuthbert Ogden it is very strange he
remarked a mere boy without social
standing I shall look him up

That evening the professor distin-
guished

¬

himself He vaalways pictur-
esque

¬

in evening dress Al the ladies
gathered around him in the soft
candlelight he related strange facts
concerning the power of the stars on
human destiny with prophetic elo-
quence

¬

while some one softy played
something indefinite o fromChopin The men with one accordfought shy of him They stoood aroundlooking bored and useless and won¬
dering if after al they had not madethe mistake of lifetime in not per

f

= z

fecting themselves in some branch of
occult lore

After the guests had dispersed and
the house lay in the hush of slumber a I

bright light flared from the windows
of the professors room He sat bonding
earnestly over a large volume his fao

I varite textbook of solar biology He
was looking Cuthbert Ogden up With
corrugated brows and quick respiration
he ran his forefinger up and down a
column of cabalistic signs

Aha he exclaimed sitting back in
his chair and bringing his hand down I

violently upon the open book Moon in
Scorpio Thats bad I suspected it A
handsome man is never good She must
be warned but how Strange how peo-
ple

¬

will rush into the most unsuitable
marriages without once asking advice
from those who could avert the mistake-
of

I

a lifetime Theres that foolish young

r
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thing they call Lalia was engaged to
Jack Armitage They would have been
tremendously wretched Its for
them I broke it of in time Theyll be
grateful to me soon a they come
to their senses I had to scare the
girl a little else she wouldnt have
given him up But now about Miss Van
Deeringshes a diferet type of a
woman If I were warn her against
Ogden shed marry him next week It
would nevr do Sagittarius women-
are always stubborn-

He walked the floor a few minutes in
deep thought Presently a glow of sat¬

isfaction overspread his countenance
sitting down at a writing desk he wrote
rapidly for half an hour

There he said surveying his work-
If this isnt a warning I dont know

what is Its a delineation of Cuthbert
Ogden which will open the eyes of the
one I intend it for I have made it

strong I know but so much the
better Miss Van Deering rises at 6 in
the morning as I overheard her tell my

on the piazza and reads-
a little in the library before breakfastNow if I leave this on the lbrarycarelessly spread out think
Ogden left it there for her to read and

j she wi read it Good Next she will
me to know if theres anything

really in it I shall say gently that I
j fear there is This will give me a
chance to get a little acquainted with

i
i her and make a favorable impression-
She will soon see the difference be-

tweenj a crude boy and a scholarly man
of the world So far so good Now
I must see about getting this delinea ¬

tion down on the library table
The professor tiptoed out into the

i corridor which was dimly lighted and
looked up and down to see whether hemight be observed by any other noctur-
nal

¬

wanderers All was silent He
moved cautiously down the wide
creaking stairs and presently found
himself before the library door Iwas closed Quietly opening it
stepped in and by the moonlight that
streamed through the windows made
his way to the round clawfooted table
where he deposited the solar evidence
against Cuthbert Ogden and returned
to his room where he was soon sleep ¬

ing the sleep of the just

t

EatBRlAOE

I He would have rested less peacefully
had he known that his little manoeuver-
had an eyewitness It so happened
that his apartment adjoined that of
General Stanhope who being wakeful-
and on the alert for burglars ope ed
his door noiselessly and peered out
just in time to observe tile professors
stealthy descent

Acts queer athe generals men ¬
tal comment Guess see
going on and suiting the action to

j the word he threw on his
gown thrust his feet into a

I kited slippers and silently moved
j stairs in the wake of the pro-
fessor

¬

The latter had just reached
the library The general through the j

hal open door saw his friend place a
I

of paper on the table and was
I about to advance for a better view
when the professor re ¬

I turned so that the two old gentlemen
very nearly fell into each others arms
The general drew back and identified
himself wit a coat on the t hatrack
just in to avoid discovery while
the advocate of solar biology passed-
up the stairs his face wreathed in its
customary smile of kindly benevolence i

General Stanhope was more ever
mystified He in turn passed into the
library and taking up the manuscript
looked at it curiously Natural char
acterIstic of Cuthbert Ogden as re

by solar biology he read by
aid of the bright moonlight Really
thats clever of Swithin Must be
meant for me since theres no one in
the house so nearly related to my
nephew as I am But why all this se-

r

¬

= r

crecy Ill takp it up to my room and
read it It may throw light on the
professors mysterious actions at the
same tieHe slipped the manuscript into the
pocket of his dressing gown and
ascended the stairs to his room

The next day was warmer and very
hazy The professor at breakfast looked-
for some of agitation on the part-
of Miss Van Deering but that young
lady was thoroughly serene and self
conscious Lie in the afternoon as
he sat in room a knock sounded nit

the door and on opening it he con ¬

fronted General Stamhope To the sur¬

prise of the professor he held in his
hand the wellknown delineation of
Cut 1lbert Ogden

Sir said the general as he stepped-
in and closed the door with an air of
secrecy rdesire to thank you for
for tisand he held out the manu ¬

I found on the library
table I surmised at once that it was
intended for me Aly nephew sir he
continued declining the professors em ¬

barrassed offer of a chair has been-
on my mind for some time He is my
natural heir but has unLortunaitely in ¬

herited bad tendencies from his fa-

thers
¬

side of the family my sister
made a mesalliance Cuthbert greatly
resembles his maternal greatuncle
hobutI will not weary you with the

story Sufficeto say he was a most
objectionable person and a great
spendthrift Wishing to see whether

je-
cf
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lucky

pretty

my nephew had inherited any of the
characteristics of that branch of the
family I made my nephew a present of-

a large sum of money forty or fitLy
thousand he came to be
of age my memory serves me
rightly he scent every penny of it in
eleven weeks I then washed my hands-
of him and have never seen him since
until I came here Wen to make a
long story short I began to repent me
of the evil I took a fresh liking to
himhes a handsome fellow you know

anti guided by impulse was on the
eve of making my will in his favor
when I came across this timely warn-

ing
¬

which has brought me to my
especially ait is given by one

who is a stranger to my nephew-
and so of course wholly without prej-
udice

¬

He paused for breath The professor
avoided his eyesjand looked grave and
uneasy The general went on

The strangest paof it all isthat
this delineation my nephew is an
exact of his greatuncle
whobut a say I will spare you the
story Now hear this Moon in
Scorpio This position of the moon in ¬

dicates on the part of the individual
born under tjiis sign an extremely
varying and unstable disposition He
would be fickle Extravagant unrelia-
ble and of gross materialistic tenden-
cies

¬

And now again Jupiter in
Taurus Jupiter acting through
Taurus is an omen fatal to domestic
felicity The person sinfluenced would-
be violent in temper hard to please
extremely jealous and suspicious an-
dO gloomy and taciturn disposition He
wo ld be unsuccessful in business Oaccount ventures-
and unaible in kvve owin to the vari-
ability

¬

of his emotional temperament-
There sir I have no doubt that you
have given an accurate description of
my poor nefthevv To leave him afor ¬

tune would nesS I shall leave
all my money to a charitable institu
ton

The profesor was quite pae He
was far from being really bad at
heart and though he had sought tthe man inquestion
his had not intended
to riDhis entire career Agitated by

L
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dressing

unexpectedly

than

sign

dolaswhen

total

descripto

rashandilladvised

yor

murmurings conscience he began toplead for his VictimBut my dear eneral are yOU nothasty
Youvcanreadily understand my po-

sition sir went on the general with ¬
out noticing the interruption 1 havelive millldns of dollars and the heartdisease I must have my affairs set ¬
tIed at once I slial leave everythingfco a public librrBut why tot give the young man
another chance ° queried the profes-
sor

¬

nervously appalled by the mag
nHitfe of the forces he had set in op ¬

eration Why not wait a little Think
how younghe isihow

Interposed the general
scornfully what difference does thatmake so long as he is guided and con ¬

trolled by unscrupulous planets a mil ¬
lion times older than the earth No
mv dear sir believe me it is far bet-
ter

¬

that 1 should leave my money to-
a charitable Institution than that it
should be squandered by a young
Spendthrift with bad heredHar ten ¬

dencies and the moon Scorpio
Well if such Is your intention whynot depart a little from established-

customs Why not for instance found-a university of solar biology in-
quired

¬

the professor suavely adding
I was just beginning to take a walk on

the beach I you are not otherwise
engaged will you not accompany me

The gener acquiesced and they
were crossing the grounds
in the directionof the sea Seated on
the beach a book in her hand but with

1 0-

w i

I hot eyes looking dreamily seaward sat
Miss Van Deering

A fine woman u observed the gen
I eraYes decidedly Shes aSagittarius
responded the professor-

Eh said the general sharply-
Yes a Sagittarius Born in that

sign you knowgreat executive abil ¬

ityOh said the general in a tone of
relief No more was said as they
plodded on through the sand to the
extreme point of the peninsula Here
just beyond a level stretch of the
beach was 3peculiar freak of nature-
a huge fortress of rock jutting out into
the sea On the side was a
sheltered nook seawaup the rock
shielded on three sides from the sun
and facing the tumultous oceanthe
great forceful capricious waters that
hem in the shores of Maine Here the
two sat down-

Meanwhile at the cottage Mr and
Mrs Baxter were having a confidential
conversation in a quiet corner othe
library-

Do you know I dont believe the
professor and the general pull very
well together he said

I Oh you must be mistaken dear
They have just now gone to walk
looking quite chummy-

Yes but the general has made up
his mind to totally disinherit Ogden
and I think the professor has had
something to do with it The general
threw out a hint along that lnesaidthe Stars had spoken or
ishness of that kind

Oh Uncle Swithin would never do
anything of that sort Hes such a
good kind wellmeaning man

Heaven preserve me from people
with good intentions said Mr Bax ¬

ter cynically Theyre alwajjs mak ¬

ing things unpleasant and at the same
time theyre too good to quarrel with

He walked away just as Jack Armi ¬

tage appeared He wa sooth ¬

faced boyish looking youth with a
look of serious determination Just now
his lips were compressed his eyes glow¬

ing like fire while his soft hat was
crushed convulsively in both hands

Its all over Mrs Baxter he said
tragically

Whats all over Oh I see youve
been quarrelling again with
now youve come to me for sympathy-
as usual Well you shant have a bit
Go back to her and make it up again

I tell you its no use Mrs Baxter
She wont have me She has given me
up for good and al Iyou dont be¬

Here is herhave me just
ring and all my letters I shall go back-
to town this afternoon Shes treated-
me badly But shes the finest girl in
the universe I never was good enough-

for her I shall never see her again-

If I thought she cared for any other
man Id kill him But she says she
doesnt She says she shall never
marry Good bye Mrs Baxter I ve
just time to catch the train I dont
wish to take leave of the others Please
say I was called away by a telegram
Kindly say it was the death of my
grandfather Thousand thanks Mrs
Baxter Good bye

The blighted being wrung the hand-

of his hostess pulled his hat down over
his gloomy brows and strode away
with an air which would have out
HamletedHamlet Hardly had he dis¬

appeared when the portieres parted
cautiously and Lalla Braddon entered

Has he gone she whispered mis-

erably
Yes replied Mrs Baxter who was

out of patience with the little co ¬

quette and he says he shall never
see you again

Im so glad with a little laugh at
opposite ends of a sob If Id been
here I should have called him back
Oh Jack she called experimentally at
the window and then ran back tim ¬

orously to the sofa and buried her face
in the cushions-

He has gone repeated Mrs Baxter
relentlessly Now Lalla please tel
me what all this means You
your mother asked me to look after
you little while she is in Europe and
I havea a fight to know Youve treat-

ed
¬

Jack badly dismissing him in this
heartless way after the engagement-
has been announced-

Oh I know it but it isnt my fault
I only found out last night how badly
we are adapted to each other I thought-
if people liked each other it was
enough But is isnt If peoples tastes
and dispositions are all crisscross
you
wretched-

But

know and all that they are
I

you should have considered all
this before

I didnt know it then Oh how
beautiful it Is to be ignorant-

But how came you to find it out

nowProfessor Swithin told me
Professor Swithin echoed Mrs

Baxter In fresh amazement Why
what has he to do with it

He has looked us up sobbed Lal ¬

la He says weve both got Mars in
Libra He says we would be misers
hIpWE would kill each other

Mrs Baxter stood in silent thought a
moment and her face was a study
Then she turned to the girl gent

Never mind dear dont worry
we will see what can be done with
these adverse planets Well Jimmy
what is it

The last words were addressed to a
small boy In buttons Iyou please
maam the housekeeper says can she
see you a few minutesquick

Certainly Mrs Baxter soughthe
culinary department where
the housekeeper quite alone looking
depressed None of the servants were
visible and the place resembled a
Pompeiian kitchen just unearthed all
the departments of work having been
suddenly deserted in a halffinished
condition-

Mrs Baxter began the house ¬

keeper the cook and the waitress
have took sudden leave Shall I go to
to get others And if I do wholl cook
the dinner and walt on the table mean ¬

while
Hov did it happen said Mrs Bax-

ter
¬

in dismay Really its quite-
dreadfuL

It was this said the house-
keeper

¬way was down
here talking to em this morning and
they sara Tie used bad language

What nonsense
BUt its true as the gospel Mrs

Baxter I heard him First he asked
their ages Now what decent middle
aged girl wants to be telling how old
she Is But that wasnt the worst
When they wouldnt tell him he said
he knew what they were and he cal
ed ondof em a Gemini and the
a Scorpion if I remember right So
they UD and said they wouldnt draw
another breath under the same roof
with the likes pf such as him and
theyre sitting outside now on their
boxes waiting for their stage to come
along

And all these people in the house
besides extra guests invited to dinner
It is tomuch And taking advantage-
of a womans privilege Mrs Baxter
sat down and burst into tears

Meanwhile the perpetrator of these
dire evils sat comfortably ensconced-
in a little hollow of the rock expatiat-
ing

¬

to General Stanhope on the import ¬

ance of founding a college of solar bi ¬

ology From their position on the nar¬

row shelf of the rock they watched the
advancing tide which bounded sullenly
against the resisting wall of the stone
The of the waves drowned an ¬boomingwhich came warningly
now and thenthe mutterings of thun ¬

der So facing a serene horizon shel ¬

tered in parfroi the wind and deaf ¬

ened by e the artillery of the
sky twqelderly men whiled away
the afternoon chatting and smoking-
The first intimation that came to them-
of the storm was the angry aspect of
the ocean and the rapidity with which
the late afternoon dropped Into dusk

Shouldnt wonder if we were going-
to have a storm remarked the gener-
al

¬
rising Do you see how wild the

sea is-

BOfore the professor could reply a
glare of lightning split the sky fol-
lowed by a crash of thunder which
seemed to bring Jieayen and earth to ¬

gether The general being taller and

I
a

more agile was the first to ascend ta point where he might spy out
land He stopped short and his calm
intellectual face assumed such an ex¬
pression that the professor who had
paused below to take breath was fain
to inquire what the matter was

A good deal is the matter I should
say Were on an island

Professor Swithin clambered labori-
ously

¬
up to a level with his companion

and his face blanched and then paled
Stretching out before them landward
for nearly a mile was an angry waste

ij of waters which infuriated by the
t rising storm was already tossing spray I

i up into their very faces and the tide
j was rising Above loomed an awful
sky torn up by flashes of vivid fire
and roaring with the sullen rage of a
beast of prey Already it was dark
and big splashes of rain cut their faces
now and then

I Cayou swim ask d the professor
in a hushed voice

No Who could gain the shore
through such a sea as that anyway
Its awkward We may have to re¬

main here all night
No said the professor in ahollow

voice we shall never remain here all

I

nightHow

uneasily
do you know asked the gen-

eral
¬

Because this rock is entirely covered
at high tde-

lIerclful heavens How calm you
are the general Here weve
been sittinpr all the afternoon like a
pair of turtle doves and I never had
any idea of such a trick Why didnt
von ten me

I give you my word of honor I for-
got

¬

all about it said the professor
wiping the cold moisture from his
brow My mind was on other things
dont you know Yes that was theway It was

The two men gazed at each other
with that awful sincerity that a sud-
den

¬

calmly calls forth An observer
wo noticed that the horror rf
the moment had Intensified the natural
peculiarities of each The general
looked taller thinner paler and more
shrunken while the professor had ap ¬

parently shorter stouter andgown
redder in

Well well something must be
done said the general at last rousing
himself here is the tide up to our
feet already Our only chance is to at ¬

tract attention from the shore Its too
dark for them to see us Let me seeI think I have it Have you a match

The professor held one out in clammy
fingers The general took off his coat

I

touched the match to it and then
flinging the blazing garment over his
walking stink waved it to and fruntil Ia dash of rain extinguished the flames

The storm wa now full upon them
Embracing a narrow point of rock and
buffeted by the storm in one dLeCtonand lashed by the sea in
were prone to be silent for many mi-
nute

¬

At last the generals voice could-
be heard uplifted in anathemas upon
the peninsula and everybody on it
next he blamed himself for having
come there then with rising inflection-
and stronger expetives he spoke of
solar biology in terms which left the
professor no room for hope that even
if they escaped any of his fortune
would he given for the extension of
learning along this line Meanwhile the
tide crept up they were half sub-
merged

¬

Presently the generals voice
was heard again

It isnt that Im afraid to die he
shrieked above the storm its the ab ¬

surd situatonmen at our time of life
like this A man

who has faced shot and shell aI have
drowned like a rat its simply fool ¬

ishDeath has no terrors for me
gasped the professor who was shiver-
ing

¬

with cold and fright but Ive al¬

ways ha objections
a singular

to ben-gdrwnedyes
A cry of joy from the general inter-

rupted
¬

him A boata boat he cried
Saw it by a flash of lightning Hallo

Halo There is is again looks like my

Halo hold on cried a clear icStonThe little boat tossed
like a leaf in the wind came nearer
It is my nephew God bless him

cried the general Hes risking his
life for acouple of old idiots like us
Hes got heroic blood Two of his
greatgranfiCathers fought in the revo¬

lutionary war Yes remarkable incdent Im proud of him But
wilt tell

Hes a good fellow quavered the
professor humbly Hes got Venus in-
Aquariusgreat love for the PDpIe Confound Venus in
growled the general savagely and the
professor sunk into adejected silence

The boat now bumped against the
rock Cuthlbt Ogden steadied it while
the clambered in Then the
general seized one of the oars and he
and Cuthber began the struggle of the
retur When land was nearly
reached the bat capsized and in the
embrace of a monstrous bilow the
three came ingloriously to shore I

Mr Raster and Jack Armitaee were
there and from the blaze of lghothe piazza looked out anxious
faces But down upon the beach lit
all the storm a woman wrapped in a
dark mantle swung a lantern to guide
the seafarers As the exhausted trio
gained the shore the professor saw
this womana Sagittarius woman
slip her arm through Cuthbenc Ogdens
with a Cr of thankfulness and hestooped kissed her there and then-
in the midst of all the wind rain
thunder lightning and dreadful tern
pest and in the presence of the entire
Baxter household In that supreme
moment time conventionalities of life
slipped cable and they deliciously lost
cognizance of things present and
things to come

An hour later the storm had died
away like the uncertain temper of a
spoiled child and a fine young moon
was struggling with a few white clouds
with manifest victory In the Baxter
household order had come out oC con
fusion j

Its all right dear Mrs Baxter
whispered Lalla that evening Jack
and I have made it up Wasnt it
fortunate he was detained by the
storm You see in giving the pro-
fessor

¬

his birthday Jack dated him ¬

self five years ahead thinking I would
like him better if he was old so he
hasnt grot Mars in LUbra after all

Mrs Baxter laughed She could af¬

ford to laugh for the cook and wait-
ress

¬

had promised to remain and were
to have their fortunes told by the pro¬
fessor that very evening

Later Mr Baxter approached his
wife a twinkle in his eye The gen ¬
eral begs me to draw up a will for
him as soon as possible he said Hesays a man with 5000000 tend the
heart disease cant be too careful and
he wants his money placed to good ad ¬
vantage He will leave it all without
restrIction to

To the pubic library asked MrsBaxter breathlessly
Library said Mr Baxter without

concern oh no to Cuthbert Ogden
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